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Abstract
In this paper, I aim to reconstruct one classical understanding of creation in terms
of grounding. Initially, I explain how to incorporate God within a grounding
structure. I then explore the nature of grounding relations as generation. Following
this, I demonstrate how this new understanding aligns with Avicenna’s views on

efficient causation in metaphysics. Finally, I highlight several advantages of this
revised understanding of grounding.

1. Introduction

“[is the action by which God brings an object into existence” (Vander Laan, 2022). In the literature
C]reation of grounding, God is often seen metaphorically as creating the fundamentals of a
structure. I want to reconstruct one classical understanding of creation, similar to that of Avicenna,
in terms of grounding. To do that, in section 2, I explain how to think of God within a structure. I
illustrate, in the next chapter, how grounding as generation should be understood. In section 4, I
depict how this new understanding of grounding is close to Avicenna’s efficient causation in
metaphysics. Finally, I outline several benefits of this new account.

2. God within a Structure

The question of why God is positioned outside the structure is complex, largely due to the varied

interpretations of grounding and creation in the literature. However, when we consider one
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understanding of creation alongside the common view of grounding, the answer becomes clearer.
On the one hand, one intuitive view of God’s creation is that God is distinct from what He creates,
implying that what is created is over and above God’s existence. On the other hand, many agree
with Fine (2012, p. 39) that, in grounding, the grounded is constituted of its ground, meaning that
the former is nothing over and above the latter.

Given the two aforementioned understandings of God’s creation and grounding, it is obvious
that God’s creation cannot be a case of grounding. There are various ways to address this issue.
One straightforward way is to propose an alternative understanding of God’s creation according
to which what God creates is nothing over and above Him. This is the direction Pearce takes by
viewing God’s creation as narrative grounding (Pearce, 2017, p. 253). While it is possible to
dismiss the prime facie intuition that we are distinct from God, I do not intend to do so. Instead, I
accept this intuition and explore whether this specific understanding of God’s creation can be
integrated into the grounding literature.

A more complex way is to argue that constitution does not always imply ‘nothing over and
above’. I am uncertain about this because it is unclear how constitution should be understood to
include ‘over and above’ relations. A more promising approach is to suggest that grounding is not
necessarily cases of constitution. One typical case of grounding as constitution is the following:

A table is grounded in its constituents arranged in a table-wise manner.
I concede that such cases are definitely cases of grounding. However, I agree with Griffith (2014)
that ‘constitution’ does not represent all cases of grounding. It is argued by many, such as
Rodriguez-Pereyra (2015) and Griffith (2014), that truthmaking cases are also paradigmatic cases
of grounding. The following is a plausible way to understand truthmaking in terms of grounding

(Jago, 2018, p. 185):
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(A =[<P>is true]) is grounded in (B = [P]).

Is A constituted of B? It seems implausible. While A is constituted of non-representative
entities in one’s ontology, B is constituted of some representative one instantiating the property of
truth. As Griffith (2014, p. 209) argues, “[i]t is hard to make sense of the idea that the truth of a
proposition consists in ‘nothing more’ than the existence of its truthmaker”. What he concludes
then is that grounding is a genus encompassing various types of grounding relations (Griffith,
2014, p. 211). In cases of truthmaking, grounding means that some entity makes some other entity
instantiate some property. Therefore, he thinks it is better to consider a more general understanding
of grounding as a relation in which something generates something else, while generation is
broader than ‘constitution’ as defined by Fine (2012), and even ‘building’ as described by Bennett
(2011). In the following section, I will further explore the concept of generation.

With this new understanding of grounding, can God’s creation be considered a case of
grounding? It seems plausible since God, through creation, brings things into existence. If
existence is viewed as a property, there is a clear analogy to truthmaking:

[That chair exists] is grounded in [God exists].

In this scenario, it is God’s existence, not God Himself, that grounds, assuming existence is a real
property. This aligns with the intuitive view that a God who exists can create things. Alternatively,
God can be seen as the ground even if existence is not considered a real property. Take the previous
case for instance: [<P> is true]) is grounded in [P]. Which is the ground, [P] or [[P] exists]? The
former seems sufficient, and adding the instantiation of existence complicates the explanation
unnecessarily. The same applies to God if His existence does not add anything to Him as an entity.
Thus, the previous case can be rephrased as:

That chair is grounded in God.
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One might disagree such as Fine (2012) that the relata of a grounding relation must be facts. I
disagree, aligning with Schaffer (2009) and many others who view grounding as an arbitrary
relation whose relata can be, in principle, anything. It is not actually far from our common sense
since the following appears as valid cases of grounding:

Socrates grounds {Socrates} (=the singleton of Socrates)
Socrates grounds [<Socrates exists> is true]

In conclusion, even if one considers God’s creatures distinct from God, they can still argue that
God’s creation is a case of grounding. However, I think it is still not obvious enough what
generation means. In the next chapter, I want to revisit Griffith’s proposal to see what a ground
actually does.

3. How to Understand Generation

If grounding is always taken as cases of generation, as Griffith (2014, p. 206) maintains, it
seems to be still not inclusive enough for those who consider grounding identical with
metaphysical explanation. To see why it is so, Glazier’s distinction (2017) helps. Considering
Glazier’s framework of metaphysical explanation, which delineates two distinct types of
metaphysical explanations—both characterized as non-causal, explanatory, asymmetric, and
irreflexive, that is, grounding vs. essentialist explanations—it could be argued that Griffith’s
general understanding of grounding as ‘generation’ might be as restrictive as Glazier’s
categorization of grounding explanations (in contrast to essentialist explanations).

Griffith’s concept of ‘generation’ implies an active metaphysical process where something
generates (i.e. actualizes) something else. In contrast, Glazier’s ‘essentialist facts’ pertain to the
inherent characteristics of entities, and their relations to each other. Such relations exist without

any directed action.
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Considering Griffith’s view of grounding as generation and Glazier’s distinction between
grounding and essentialist explanations, I accept both views. Therefore, grounding should be
restricted to those generative cases in which something makes something else exist or make
something instantiate some property. I acknowledge essentialist facts as distinct, as Glazier does,
but see them as more inclusive, akin to Dasgupta’s General Law-like Connective Facts (GLCFs)
(2014), since GLCFs are also not cases of generation as understood.

In light of this new understanding of grounding, I digress from the mainstream view on
grounding. In Schaffer’s opinion (2010, p. 5), grounding is about something depending on
something else in its existence and nature. I think otherwise. I think grounding is about something
(including some entity and property) depending on something else in its existence or instantiation,
and it is not about the nature of things, which includes essentialist facts.

In summary it seems that the following is a legitimate understanding of grounding:

X grounds Y iff X generates Y = X makes some entity exist or something instantiate some
property.
4. Avicenna’s Efficient Causation vs. Grounding
Given this understanding of grounding, I want to depict how close it is to what has already been
offered in the literature of Islamic philosophy. For that, I provide you with Avicenna’s (Ibn Sina)
view on efficient causation in metaphysics:
Metaphysical philosophers [by ‘agent’ also mean] the principle and giver of existence, as

in the case of God with respect to the world ... (Avicenna MH: 195, trans. Modified cited
in Richardson 2020)

In the above, Avicenna clearly maintains that when it comes to the causation of an agent in the
realm of metaphysics rather than nature, what the agent does is bestowing existence. This is close
to mean that whatever entity the effect is, it exists in virtue of the cause. On the other hand,

Avicenna also maintained that a cause bestows existence distinct from itself (Richardson, 2013, p.
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221). Therefore, in Avicenna’s theory, God bestows existence distinct from His own existence.
To put it differently, the existence of God’s creatures is over and above His own existence.

This account of creation, as a case of efficient causation in metaphysics, aligns closely with the
presented understanding of grounding. However, the redefined concept of grounding appears more
inclusive since an efficient cause bestows existence, whether seen as a property or nothing more
than an entity itself, while a ground can ground the instantiation of other properties rather than
existence. Therefore, Avicenna’s causation is subsumed under the notion of grounding as one kind
of grounding. Does it mean that I re-invent some existing wheel? Not exactly since grounding is
still more inclusive than causation. In the following section, I provide some possible advantages
of this account of grounding.

5. Advantages of the New Grounding Framework

One of the most immediate benefits of this new understanding of grounding is the ability to
incorporate God into a structure while maintaining the intuition that God is distinct from His
creations. In addition, Including God allows us to reclassify many seemingly fundamental
elements as non-fundamental, resulting in a more parsimonious approach to fundamentals.

It also benefits from the idea that the universe is the sole truthmaker in any universe, as
proposed by Schaffer, assuming the intuitive understanding that God independently creates a
universe:

(M) provides an economical and elegant account of the truthmakers, none the worse for
doing without partial truthmakers, and all the better for doing without negative truthmakers
(Schaffer 2010, p. 323).
It can truthmake anything including negative truths if one considers a truthmaker of something as
the most fundamental thing responsible for its truth, such as Cameron (2018).

With this understanding of grounding, it is possible to challenge those, such as Wilson (2014),

who argue that grounding is overly inclusive. By placing restrictions on grounding cases—where
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grounding always involves actualizing some entity or property—we take a step forward. One
might further refine the concept of grounding by viewing ‘existential causation’ as a ‘small g’,
plus another as ‘instantiation causation’, indicating that these small g’s, rather than generation,
represent genuine metaphysical relations. Not only does this view address Wilson’s concern
perfectly, but also it proves that one of them is identical with metaphysical causation offered by
Avicenna. Therefore, one might argue, then, that the mainstream understanding of grounding was,
in fact, a square wheel re-invented, as Schaffer once said about the way grounding is introduced
by Fine and Rosen (Schaffer, 2016, p. 86).

6. Conclusion

This essay presents a novel understanding of grounding as generation, which integrates the concept
of God within a metaphysical structure while preserving His distinctness from His creations. This
perspective not only simplifies the parsimony of fundamentals but also aligns with Schaffer’s
notion of the universe as the sole truthmaker. By restricting grounding to cases of actualization
and existential causation, this approach counters the argument that grounding is overly inclusive.
Furthermore, it resonates with Avicenna’s view of metaphysical causation, suggesting that
historical metaphysical theories can be revisited and reconstructed to address current philosophical

challenges.
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have both, that is to say, if God is not bound by norms, then we can’t say much regarding the type
of worlds God would be likely to create. Further, he argues that no-norms theism faces a serious
sceptical challenge. In this paper, I argue that the no-norms theist can employ the notion of ‘divine
love’ to Abstract: Many philosophers of religion deny that God is bound by moral, rational or
epistemic norms, they are called no-norms theists. And, these same philosophers of religion help
themselves to epistemic or inductive arguments for the existence of God. Recently, Reilly (2023)
has argued that no-norms theists can’t get out of these two challenges.

Key words: God; ethics; no-norms theism; normativity; scepticism

1 Introduction

The view that God is not bound by moral or rational norms is one that seems to be increasing in
popularity, as it can aid in avoiding supposed paradoxes. The people that adopt that view are called
‘no-norms theists’. What’s more popular are inductive or epistemological arguments for the
existence of God, take for example the fine-tuning argument). Recently, Reilly (2023) has argued
that no-norms theists are unable to consistently endorse no-norms theism and the inductive and
epistemological arguments for the existence of God. This is because if God is not subject to
(rational) norms, then we can not say much about the likelihood of what God would do, the types
of worlds he would create and so on. Further, he argues that there is a substantial sceptical dilemma
that no-norms theism faces.

In this paper, I argue that the no-norms theists can be left unscathed by these lines of
argument. More specifically, I argue that appealing to ‘divine love’ is a viable option for no-norms
theists.. In Section 2, I explain the two challenges Reilly proposes that no-norms theism faces. In
Section 3, I illuminate a solution to those challenges and respond to Reilly’s objections utilising a
descriptive semantics of reason on which we can make predictions about what God would do.
Therein, I also consider a possible objection about ‘watering-down’ normativity. Section 4
concludes.

2 The two problems for no-norms theism

The types of arguments that Reilly (2023, p. 776) thinks no-norms theists are not able to help
themselves to are inductive arguments for the existence of God. These are arguments that ‘rely
heavily upon the idea that we can say something about what kind of world a perfectly good creator
would wish to make’ (Reilly, 2023, p. 776). Consider Page’s (2020) argument from the goodness
of consciousness. Page argues that God is likely to create consciousness, since it is good for
consciousness to exist. The argument relies on the concern for goodness, but specifically a ‘rational
pursuit’ of that concern on God’s part (Reilly, 2023, p. 776). And, Reilly goes on to claim that it
may be hard to see how a universe under a naturalist model of reality would be guided by those
norms.
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Keeping that argument in mind, it should be clear how the argument is undermined if we
adopt no-norms theism; for God does not have those norms that are required for the argument to
get off the ground. Reilly (2023, p. 776) asks ‘if God is not bound by the norms of goodness, then
what reason do we have for supposing that he would favour a world of beauty and order over a
world of chaotic ugliness?’. It seems that the no-norms theist would have to answer that there is
no reason that God would favour a universe with consciousness over a dead universe, even if
consciousness existing is objectively good, for God is exempt from moral and rational norms. It is
a definite cost against no-norms theism if they are unable to employ any inductive argument for
the existence of God. But, Reilly (2023) goes further and raises a sceptical challenge for no-norms
theism.

The challenge begins with Pittard’s (2021, p. 2) argument that to order radical scepticism
there should be an embarrassing of axiarchism, which is the following claim: ‘because
fundamental concrete reality is necessarily ordered toward goodness, the existence of a bad or not
very good world is either metaphysically impossible or (antecedently) objectively improbable’.
And, the axiarchism understood generally is one that most theist philosophers accept. This is where
Reilly’s (2023) sceptical challenge arises: if good is not subject to norms, then no world would be
immoral or irrational to create and also that God’s existence does not render the subpar worlds
(metaphysically) impossible or (antecedently) objectively improbable. Further, Reilly (2023, p.
777) argues that no-norms theism generates the scepticism by itself, since presumably God has the
power to create epistemically inhospitable worlds, and given no-norms theism, ‘there is no good
reason for supposing that he would be unlikely to create them’.

To sum up, the no-norms theist has two problems in their way, they are not able to take up
the inductive arguments for the existence of God, and they have a sceptical challenge like
Descartes’ demon. In the next section, I take up an objection that Reilly (2023) anticipates but does
not seem to do justice to.

3 Divine love to the rescue

One attractive response that may be available to no-norms theists would be to say that God loves
his creations, and we can make predictions based on love. For, we could say that God would prefer
to create worlds which allow for knowledge of him and relations with him. Reilly (2023) does not
buy this response. Reilly (2023, p. 778) believes that there are two ways in which God’s love might
constrain his create act: (i) “by providing reasons which would guide God’s decisions” or (ii) “by
providing an entirely new form of normativity, distinct from moral and rational normativity”, both
of which he believes are problematic. Here, I will only be focused on defending (i), so let us see
what Reilly’s (2023, p. 778) objection is:

“The first option requires that God be bound by the norms of rationality; after all, in order
for us to use an agent’s reasons as a guide to the likelihood of their performing a particular
action, we must first assume that they are rational in their behaviour, and so will be
influenced by their reasons in a manner befitting their rationality.”

So, Reilly (2023) argues that (i) assumes that God is rational and that God will be influenced by
reasons that make sense with their rationality. But, it’s not necessary to read there being reasons
as there being any norms. Consider for a moment that normative error theory is true, which is to
say there do not exist any normative properties. In such a world, presumably we would not let go
of the discourse of reasons, we would be talking about something completely different when we

\AY



VEY 3= wils g gmtils iolea uessil

invoke ‘reasons’. The semantics of reasons would just be devoid of talk of moral and rational
normativity, and instead purely descriptive sentences. Some subject S has a reason to F' just means
that S has some desire and doing F" would satisfy that desire or someone believes that F* would
satisfy that desire. Notice that those semantics do not invoke any normativity, moral or rational.
Now, it’s very natural to see that the no-norms theist that takes up (i) does not need to assume that
God is rational in their behaviour and that God’s influence by reasons has to do with their
rationality; all that needs to be assumed is that God loves us, God’s love allows for a preference to
create us, and that God does what he wills.

One might object that doing this reduces the ‘authority’ of reasons that we typically have
in mind, and they would be correct. However, I am not claiming the no-norms theist should take
up a semantic thesis regarding public moral language or take up the metaphysical thesis of
normative error theory. All I am arguing is that, with respect to God, we can make predictions on
what he would do based on his loving character and in that case, even if we say God has some
reason to create us, it would be in the purely descriptive sense of something along the lines of God
doing what he wills. The no-norms theist that takes up these semantics, not only is allowed to use
the inductive arguments and gets out of the sceptical challenge, but is not adding anything over
and above to their view; they are not taking up any robust metaphysical view on anything. In sum,
if what I have said does not face any serious objections, we have a very simple solution to the
challenges for no-norms theism.

4 Conclusion

In conclusion, then, I have briefly argued against Reilly’s (2023) claim that there are two
challenges for no-norms theism. There are no such challenges once we understand that we can
make predictions regarding how a loving God would act, and what he would create. I also
responded to the objection that Reilly raised against such a view and found that if it is to succeed,
more needs to be said, but until then no-norms theists should not be worried about any sceptical
challenges or worries of inconsistency.
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Introduction

In Theodicy, Leibniz argues that despite containing evil, the current world is the best possible
world that God could have created. Leibniz’s arguments echo Avicenna’s perspectives, though he
is not directly referenced. Both maintain that evil is not an illusion but is present in the world.
While we can imagine alternative worlds without evil, they argue that the existence of evil is part
of the divine scheme that ultimately enhances the overall good.

Nonetheless, there is a key difference between their views; Avicenna asserts that God created
the best possible world out of metaphysical necessity, meaning that the divine will cannot violate
His knowledge. By contrast, Leibniz rejects this perspective and supports moral necessity, which
is a weaker notion of necessity.

In this paper, I contend that Avicenna’s insights can adequately answer Leibniz’s critiques of
metaphysical necessity. To do so, I highlight similarities in their works. Then, I explain Leibniz’s
challenges to the notion of metaphysical necessity. Finally, drawing on Avicenna’s work, I address
Leibniz’s objections.

1. The Similarities in the Works of Two Philosophers

Although Leibniz did not engage with Avicenna in Theodicy, he was well-acquainted with
Avicenna’s works. As Cook demonstrates, the growing interest in Islamic Philosophy gave him a
solid grasp of his ideas (Cook 2008, 174). In this respect, their arguments share remarkable
similarities in the problem of evil and its reconciliation with divine justice.

Both philosophers strive to a priori prove that this world is the best possible, and their proof lies
in examining divine attributes: The creator, endowed with absolute knowledge and perfect
wisdom, considers all potential worlds. Out of infinite possibilities, divine love compels Him to
choose the best. Since His power is unlimited, God can fully actualize this choice, ensuring the
best of all possible worlds becomes a reality.

However, finite beings cannot comprehend God’s purpose for preferring this world. We can
imagine a world without suffering, natural disasters, or sin, leading to doubts about divine justice.
Leibniz and Avicenna address this by arguing that the existence of evil can reconcile with the
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belief that this is the best possible world, chosen by a perfectly wise and loving creator. They
suggest that our tendency to overestimate the extent of evil stems from the mistaken belief that
creation's purpose is solely our happiness, rather than a grand scheme beyond our limited
perspective.

Opposing this view, Leibniz maintains that God’s sole concern is not humans but “takes care
of the universe, He neglects nothing, He chooses what is best on the whole” (Leibniz 2007, 199).
Similarly, in Healing, Avicenna rejects this egoistic notion: “[I]t is not permissible that the exalted
causes should perform what they perform for our sake” (Avicenna 2005, 339). Thus, they, hold
that, despite what we might perceive, good always dominates evil in the world (Leibniz 2007, 291-
292) (Avicenna 2005, 347).

Both philosophers view evil as a form of privation. Avicenna distinguishes between essential
and accidental evil. The former refers to privation, which prevents a being from attaining the
“perfections that belong permanently to its species and nature” (Avicenna 2005, 340). For instance,
lacking wings is evil for birds but not humans, while blindness is evil for both species. Accidental
evil, on the other, refers to harms perceived as existing things, such as a knife’s sharpness cutting
a hand. However, he explains, these are not “evil in itself but in connection with things” (ibid).
True evil, even in this case, is “non-existence,” i.e., loss of bodily integrity caused by injury.

For this reason, Avicenna holds that evil is not caused by God. He identifies good with existence
and argues that only existence overflows from God as the pure good (Avicenna 2005,
283). Avicenna, therefore, distinguishes between two notions of divine will: God desires good,
but permits evil as it is necessarily tied to material beings:

[I]t would be appropriate to say: “God, exalted be He, wills [all things], and evil was also
willed in the way of what is accidental. Since He knew that it exists by necessity, He paid
it no heed.” The good, hence, is necessarily required essentially, while evil is necessarily
required accidentally-everything being by predetermination. (Avicenna 2005, 345)

In his view, God permits evil because good overwhelmingly predominates in material existence,
and minor evils are necessary for greater benefits. Fire, for example, is primarily intended to bring
good through its burning while it might also unintentionally burn the hand of an ascetic person:
“If this, then, is the case, it does not lie within divine wisdom to relinquish the superior, the
permanent, and the more numerous goods because of evils in individual non-permanent things”
(Avicenna 2005, 345).

Leibniz similarly accepts evil as privation and concludes God is not its cause (Leibniz
2007,143):

God is the cause of all perfections, and consequently of all realities, when they are regarded
as purely positive. But limitations or privations result from the original imperfection of
creatures which restricts their receptivity. (Leibniz 2007, 386)

From his perspective, God “is willing to permit them [minor evils] for a greater good, which one
cannot in reason help preferring to other considerations. This is a consequent will, resulting from
acts of antecedent will, in which one wills the good” (Leibniz 2007, 385).
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Thus, they deduce that evil’s presence does not refute that God created the best possible world.
The creation of this world is defensible a priori, and the presence of evil cannot serve as a
counterexample to this judgment.

However, Leibniz and Avicenna present different a priori arguments. For Leibniz, given divine
omnipotence, it is metaphysically possible to create a lesser world than the actual one. Imagining
such a scenario does not result in a logical contradiction. However, while God has the power to
create this world, He is morally bound to choose the best possible world, and He is not indifferent
to all available choices (Leibniz 2007, 273).

By contrast, for Avicenna, a metaphysical necessity binds God to create the best possible world.
Once the divine intellect comprehends the best possible order, God’s will necessarily align with
His knowledge, making it impossible for Him to choose anything else. Thus, creation is not just
morally but metaphysically constrained to produce the optimal world.

To explore these ideas, I examine Leibniz’s concept of moral necessity and his concerns about
attributing metaphysical necessity to God’s choice. Then, by analyzing Avicenna’s works, I strive
to demonstrate how these concerns can be addressed considerably.

2. Leibniz’s Critique of Metaphysical Necessity

As Murray shows, theologians, a century before Leibniz, struggled to reconcile two significant
concerns. In their view, due to absolute wisdom, God knows the possible order, and divine
benevolence compels Him to choose it. On the other, they viewed God as an omnipotent being,
completely free to will whatever He desires. This led them to question whether God could act
against His knowledge and benevolence by choosing a lesser alternative, where evil predominates
over good (Murray 2014, 155-156).

In this regard, they distinguished between three types of necessity:

An event is metaphysically necessary if the non-occurrence of the event entails a
contradiction. An event is physically necessary if the non-occurrence of the event is
possible only by way of a miracle. And an event is morally necessary if it is physically and
metaphysically contingent, but nonetheless never fails to occur. (Murray 2014, 158)

Thus, unlike two other forms, attributing moral necessity does not contradict the divine free will:
“For a divine choice to be free, it must be physically and metaphysically contingent, spontaneous,
and admit of alternatives which are in themselves possible” (ibid).

Murry provides examples from the works of these philosophers:

If God were to reveal to a pious man that reciting one Ave Maria would lead to the
conversion of all of humanity, the man would do . . . A man of sound mind will run away
from a lion as fast as he can . . . in such cases, the agent was subject neither to a
metaphysical nor a natural necessity; that is, refraining from acting thus would not have
entailed a contradiction nor required a miracle. Yet there was still some form of necessary
situation at work here: one that springs from the perceived goodness of the action under

consideration together with the attraction of the will toward such evident goods. (Murry
2014, 157)

YAV



VEY 3= wils g gmtils iolea uessil

In this reading, despite necessarily choosing the best, there remains room for divine freedom , as
God is the one who actualizes His knowledge.

Leibniz adopts this perspective in his letter to Samuel Clarke:

We must also distinguish between a necessity that takes place because the opposite implies
a contradiction (which necessity is called logical, metaphysical, or mathematical) and a
necessity which is moral, by which a wise being chooses the best and every mind follows
the strongest inclination. (Leibniz 2000, 36)

Also, in Theodicy, Leibniz claims that creating a world with a different set of mathematical rules,
such as a triangle without three sides, would result in a contradiction (Leibniz 2007, 250).
However, God’s choice of the best remains metaphysically contingent in natural order:

God chose between different courses all possible; thus, metaphysically speaking, he could
have chosen or done what was not the best, but he could not, morally speaking, have done
so. (Leibniz 2007, 275)

Therefore, God’s knowledge cannot confine His free will. While divine wisdom recognizes the
best possible, He can metaphysically choose lesser perfect alternatives. Nonetheless, since God
necessarily loves His wisdom and glory, He eventually prefers and actualizes the best order due to
moral necessity.

Leibniz raises two objections to attributing metaphysical necessity to creating the best world.
Firstly, it undermines the divine free will, which is an essential part of God’s supreme perfection:

They confuse moral necessity with metaphysical necessity: they imagine that since God
cannot help acting for the best, he is thus deprived of freedom, and things are endued with
that necessity which philosophers and theologians endeavour to avoid. (Leibniz 2007, 232)

Beyond this theological concern, Leibniz questions the coherence of this understanding. He claims
that this view fails to comprehend the contingent nature of possible worlds which do not exist.
Since natural orders are contingent, unlike mathematical truth, it is possible to imagine different
states of affairs. These orders are possible-in-their-own-natures, though they have not been
actualized. For instance, imagining “possible worlds without sin and without happiness” does not
lead to contradiction. (Leibniz 2007, 132) Accordingly, if God’s actions were driven by
metaphysical necessity, God would have no choice but to actualize every possible good thing.
However, Leibniz contends that since “all of these possibilities are not compatible together in one
and the same world sequence,” God will only choose some of them that fit the best order (Leibniz
2007, 256). This shows that since “all of these possibilities are not compatible together in one and
the same world sequence,” divine will is free to neglect some good possibilities for a better
harmonious order, which may explain why creatures like phoenixes do not exist. Therefore,
framing the creation under metaphysical necessity will “destroy the contingency of things” and
only moral necessity can explain the non-existence of good possibilities (Leibniz 2007, 389).

Leibniz attributes this idea to Spinoza and Hobbes. Although Avicenna’s views differ, Leibniz’s
critique could still apply since he also sees the creation of the best possible world as driven by
metaphysical necessity.

3. Avicenna’s Possible Response
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In Remarks and Admonitions, Avicenna precisely advocates the idea of metaphysical necessity:

Providence is the First [Being’s] knowledge of the whole, and of the necessary [character]
which the whole must have, so that [it] would have the best order, and [of the fact] that [it]
is necessarily derived from Him and from His knowledge of it. Thus, the existent
corresponds to the known [which is] in the best order—without a motivating intention or
quest from the First [Being], the Truth.

While Avicenna holds that divine will necessarily align with His intellect, for Leibniz, it only
inclines toward but is not strictly bound by God’s knowledge. Nonetheless, Avicenna believes that
divine will remains free despite this metaphysical bond.

While “the will of the Necessary Existent does not differ in essence from His knowledge”
(Avicenna 2007, 295), this unity does not violate God’s volition. In Annotations, he explains that
everything emanating from agents is either “essential or accidental”, with the former divided into
“natural and volitional”. Volitional actions, moreover, can have three sources: “imagination,
opinion, and knowledge”. The first two derive from either “taking cautious acts towards what is
dangerous” or “desiring something that is good” (Avicenna 1984, 17). Both origins stem from
something external to the agents. However, since God acts independently of external purposes, its
source is essentially His own internal knowledge, thereby, all His actions are acts of violation.

Regarding the latter opposition, Avicenna’s distinction between essence and existence is
helpful. In his view, when things are considered from the perspective of existence, they either exist
or not. However, from the perspective of essence, things fall into three categories: those that are
necessary to exist, which is only God; those that are possible to exist, like horses and phoenixes;
and those that are impossible to exist, like round squares (Avicenna 2005, 28). In his view, horses’
and phoenix’s essences are the same because both are neutral toward existence and non-existence.
Hence, there should be an external cause for the former existence and the latter non-existence.

Thus, phoenixes’ essence does not preclude its existence, even if it does not exist in our current
world. While it is impossible to imagine a world with round squares, a phoenix’s existence is
conceivable. Then, to put it with Leibniz, the question arises: Why do majestic creatures like
phoenixes not exist in our world?

In response, Avicenna maintains that divine providence is “the order of the good [as a whole]
in existence” rather than as the realization of every individual good possibility (Avicenna 2005,
327). While God must create the optimal world, He cannot create those goods that would disrupt
the overall order. Thus, while a world without natural disasters may seem possible, since it does
not fit this order, God does not create it.

Conclusion

In this essay, I have illuminated the similarities in the concept of the best of all possible worlds
between Avicenna and Leibniz. Both philosophers have a priori argument and hold that the
presence of evil does not contradict this notion. However, while Leibniz believes God is only
bound to create the optimal out of moral necessity, for Avicenna, the metaphysical necessity of
divine knowledge compels Him. I have also shown how Avicenna’s account offers robust
responses to Leibniz’s objections, specifically addressing his concerns about divine freedom and
the contingent nature of the world.
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